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Not that I am speaking of 
being in need, for I have 
learned in whatever situation 
I am to be content. 

Philippians 4:11 

Store In My Heart 

Romans 8:37 

But in all these things we 
overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us. 

 

The Apostle Paul was certainly 
one who understood hardship 
and difficulty firsthand. Many 
times during his journeys he 
was attacked, beaten or run 
off. Several times brethren hid 
him until he could get away so 
that he would not be killed. He 
is the one who penned this 
inspired passage. 

What a comfort we can have 
in knowing that no matter what 
we face we can be victorious 
through Christ, our Lord. Our 
burdens need not weigh us 
down. We can walk with 
confidence in our ultimate 
victory if we belong to God. 
The world may fail us in time of 
need, but God is always 
present. 

Yet let us not forget that our 
greatest victory in Christ is over 
the sin that continually besets 
us in our walk through life. 

How we think about God and our level of gratitude are connected. 
If we think about God respectfully and remember what He has done 
and continues to do, we will be grateful. How can we not be? Paul 
makes this connection in Romans 1:21-22. In a context where he is 
speaking about those who have given up God, he writes, “For 
although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools…” Honoring God and giving thanks are interwoven. Conversely, 
failing to be thankful indicates a lack of honor for God, which leads to 
futile thought and action.  

There is, arguably, an integral connection between a lack of 
gratitude and an attitude of entitlement. If we think that we ought to 
be treated in a special manner or that people ought to give us things, 
then why should we be thankful to those who give us what we think 
we deserve? We are entitled, so why the need to be grateful? Yet we 
know there is something particularly egregious about this kind of 
attitude. The ungrateful cannot see when grace has been given 
because they don’t see their need for it. Grace has no place for them, 
and because grace is shunned, so is a thankful spirit.  

David DeSilva points out, “Generosity was a highly valued 
characteristic in people in the Hellenistic and Roman periods.” Just as 
important was the attitude of those who were on the receiving end of 
a gift. While a giver was not to act out of self-interest, “The recipient 
should be a virtuous person who will honor the generosity and 
kindness behind the gift, who would value more the continuing 
relationship with the giver than any particular gift.” The “gift must 
always be met with gratitude” (Honor, Patronage, Kinship & Purity, 
105-108).  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Our response to this gift 
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For Our 
Information 

John Ragsdale is 
still battling a cold. 

Betty Ragsdale saw 
a doctor about her 
leg last week. She is 
doing better. 

The Simpson family 
is in Star City this 
weekend. 

Tonight we start in 
2Kings 3:21. 

Wednesday we will 
start in 2Timothy 
4:16. 

We plan to begin a 
study of the book of 
Hebrews after we 
finish 2Timothy. 
Make plans to join us 
for this study. 

Pray for safety, 
courage & healing. 

We seek only to serve God according to His Will! 

speaks volumes about how we view both the gift and the Giver. No amount 
of work that we do will ever make up for it, for all we can say, after doing 
what God asks of us, is, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done 
what was our duty.” (Luke 17:10) Humility, praise, and gratefulness should 
flow from our hearts.  

How much do we value our relationship with the God who has given, not 
just a few gifts, but Himself as a sacrifice to atone for our sins? Christians 
value salvation and ought to be eternally grateful for what God has done to 
make forgiveness viable. Yet we ought not to value only the gift of salvation 
but also the Giver Himself—the God who made us in His image and wants us 
to be in fellowship with Him. Our thankfulness, then, goes beyond thanking 
God for forgiveness (as great as that is). Our thankfulness is for God Himself. 
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your 
salvation continually say, ‘God is great!’” (Psalm 70:4) 

Being thankful is a continual attitude that should characterize us no 
matter what else is going on in our lives. This is one of the reasons that 
Christians ought not to be given to grumbling and complaining (Philippians 
2:14), for this demonstrates a lack of gratitude and focuses more on our 
circumstances and lack of contentment. A lack of gratitude is more a sign of 
selfishness and corollary to a lack of love. Thankfulness should be pervasive 
and consistent, as Paul indicated:  

“Let the word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, in word 
or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17) 

The Hebrews writer also makes an interesting connection: “Therefore, 
since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful. 
By it, we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe” (Hebrews 
12:28). The link here is that our service to God with reverence and awe 
flows out of our gratitude for God and His mercy toward us. We cannot 
serve God acceptably or have proper respect for Him if we do not maintain 
the gratitude (grace) in our hearts.  

Connecting our last two passages (Colossians 3 and Hebrews 12) would 
show that our praise and worship to God are always to be attended by 
thankfulness and gratitude. This goes beyond assemblies to our daily 
offering up of ourselves as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2). Indeed, we are 
to “give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” (1Thessalonians 5:18) 

“Give thanks to him and bless his name. For the LORD is good, and his 
faithful love endures forever; his faithfulness, through all 
generations” (Psalm 100:4-5). 

Contact Us 
We want opportunities 

to speak with others 
about the Lord’s 

Kingdom.  

Church of Christ 
1512 Tanner Street 
Malvern, AR 72104 

(501) 332-8806 


