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... let us consider how to

stimulate one another to

love and good deeds ...
Hebrews 10:24

Store In My Heart
Acts 4:11-12

This Jesus is the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders,
which  has become the
cornerstone. And there s
salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under
heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.

Time and again Israel rejected
the plans God had given them
for their benefit. Even Jesus, the
promised Messiah was rejected
by them. Yet, God continued to
unfold His eternal plan for
man's salvation. This Jesus, the
Son of God, became salvation

for the very ones who had
rejected Him as the Messiah.

Our only hope of salvation is
to submit to Jesus as the
foundation of our life. The
sacrifice Jesus made on Calvary
provides the only available path
to be with God when this life is
finished. We must put our trust
in God and His Plan for us. The
alternative is to wander
aimlessly through life here and
suffer eternal punishment.
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Give Christians Room To Grow
UnKnown

One of the big problems I've had in the church setting is letting people
grow. Oh, don’t get me wrong. | love to see people grow. | love to see
them get stronger. | love to see them develop more faith. | love to see
them learn new things. My problem is letting them be where they are
before they do all that growing.

2Peter 1:5-8 says we must all increase and add faith, virtue,
knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection,
and love. Here is what that necessarily means. Right now, we lack some
faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly
affection, and love. If others are to grow in these areas, that means right
now they lack in some of them too. That doesn’t make them bad. That
doesn’t make them rebellious. That doesn’t make them someone who
needs to be disciplined. We're all on a spectrum. Some are farther along
than me. Some are not as far along as me. | don’t want those farther
along than me to try to control me and force me to be where they are. |
want them to understand that I’'m growing, be patient with me, and
simply encourage me. Shouldn’t | do the same with others?

My problem is when | see someone who | think is less mature in some
aspects of knowledge, virtue, or faith, | want to rush in grab control of
their life and force them to be on the same page as me. Sadly, what
happens most of the time is | polarize them away from where | am. |
often push them into rebellion as they want to assert their right to be
where they are right now. So, not only do | not help them grow, but | also
actually stop their growing.

Why do | do this? Because | equate disagreeing with me or doing
something different from me to mean that the other person doesn’t
really want to serve God and | need to force them to do so. That just
doesn’t work. However, when I'm able to recognize that we are all
growing, that other people who are at different places than | am love
God and they are growing, I'm often amazed at how much they do grow.

~ I'm also amazed at how often we end up on the same page eventually.

Here is the hard part. This means | must give others permission to
disagree with me. | must give others permission to make different



choices from me. This means | must give others permission to think and feel differently than | do about
some things. This means | must give others permission to be wrong sometimes. Or at least | think
they’re wrong. Sometimes | was the one that needed to grow and came to believe | had been wrong.

The other reason this is hard is because I'm so afraid others might make me look bad. If folks found
out someone who believed “that” or did “this” was in my congregation, they might think I’'m somehow
bad. It’s like when my children do something wrong. | take their wrong on to myself as if | was the one
who did it. I'm not. I'm simply the guy who helps them grow and teaches them when they do wrong.
Jesus was able to look at folks in Thyatira and Smyrna (Revelation 2:18-3:6) and not hold against them
the sins of others. That’s what | need to hang on to.

| certainly do not believe a congregation can simply allow someone to live in divisive rebellion
against God’s will. After all, God did tell the church in Thyatira to quit tolerating Jezebel. However, | also
think I am too quick to label some as rebellious simply because they don’t think about every little detail
the way I do. It is amazing how | can make a catastrophe even the smallest of disagreements. It reminds
me of the time my dad found | had taken some caffeine pills and in fear had plotted out my life of
alcohol, drugs, and crime that was the sure conclusion of having done that. Fortunately, those caffeine
pills haven’t led me down that path. Not yet anyway. | remember being so mad at him. | remember
wanting to take some more of those pills just to prove him wrong. | remember thinking | would never
treat my kids like that. And yet, | do it to brethren all the time (I probably do it to my kids too). | can
easily take the smallest disagreement and be sure it means someone doesn’t care about God, won’t
obey Him, and is on a path for hell that will lead numerous others with her. Then again, she may simply
be on a path of growth, and this is where she needs to work. | need to let her develop on God’s
timetable, not mine. | need to share with her my experience, strength, and hope, encouraging her in
what | believe is right. What | can’t do is control and manipulate her to be where | am right now. That’s
not my job. Not to mention, it is impossible.

The long and short of it in our churches is there is a time to let people grow. That means there is a
time to let them be wrong. That means there is a time to let them be weak. That means there is a time
to let them make mistakes. | want others to do that for me. Keep the faith. Remember God’s way works.

(I don't know where | got this, but it has some useful thoughts. Some minor editing by DLH)
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R e e Jim Soliday has an appointment with the ablation doctor.

Church of Christ Stanley Hurst is doing well after oral surgery.
1512 Tanner Street
Malvern, AR 72104

(501) 332-8806 Deborah Brooke's son, Michael is still in Houston. There are

preacher@tannerst.com still some issues that are keeping them from closing him up.
tannerst.com

FB @TannerStCoC Amy Simpson is going to Star City this afternoon to take her
father to Little Rock early Monday for a heart cath.

Vickie McNees has another migraine med that seems to help.
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